
Casestudy

LKI Käldman

LKI Käldman develops and produces 
soluti ons for the automati on of sheet metal 
handling. An industry leader in Europe, the 
company maintains operati ons in Bennäs 
and Lappeenranta. It also off ers soft ware and 

support services for FMS soluti ons. LKI Käldman was 
founded in 1979 and employs a staff  of over 160.

CHALLENGE:
•  The existi ng PDM soluti on was no longer meeti ng 
 the company’s needs
•  Wanted to help engineers speed up their work

SOLUTION:
•  Implementi ng SOLIDWORKS PDM Professional with 
 PLM Group
•  Two-day period training for employees using the 
 new system
•  The PLM Group implemented the soluti on quickly 
 and in a manner that was extremely convenient for 
 the customer 

RESULTS:
•  Implementati on of the SOLIDWORKS PDM 
 Professional system achieved considerable savings in 
 the ti me used for design. 
•  The PDM soluti on provided even greater capacity for 
 processing fi les. 

“We are really satisfi ed with how the PLM 
Group handled the whole project. Each 
and every area was handled fl awlessly, and 
we were able to start working in the new 
system surprisingly easily. This process was 
quite simply a success.” Benny Strömberg, 
IT Support at LKI Käldman.

www.lki.net

Kari Järviö, Daniel Häggblom and Benny Strömberg.



“We were basically looking for a bett er system, 
because we had outgrown our old soluti on. The 
number of soft ware users had grown and, over ti me, 
so had the number of fi les. The old PDM soft ware 
no longer served us well, so we decided to look for 
a more eff ecti ve soluti on. We wanted to help our 
engineers speed up their work, as they had been 
wrestling with slow soft ware every day, which ate up 
their useful working hours,” explains Benny Ström-
berg, IT Support at LKI Käldman.
“We’ve been working together with the PLM Group 
since 2010. In 2015, we decided to adopt the SOLID-
WORKS PDM Professional soft ware. SOLIDWORKS 
PDM Professional dovetailed with our company’s 
other IT projects and systems thanks to a relati vely 
easy integrati on,” adds Strömberg.

From test to table
Kari Järviö, Key Account Manager for PLM Group Fin-
land, had this to say about the implementati on: “We 
got off  to a fast start with the soft ware implementa-
ti on right aft er signing the agreements. We set up a 
test environment and had an esti mated test ti me of 
roughly one week. In all, we spent around two weeks 

on testi ng. In projects like this, the biggest risk factor 
is when you’re transferring existi ng data to the new 
system, but, in this case, the transfer went extremely 
easily.”
Strömberg adds: “The PLM Group conducted a 
preliminary assessment of our needs, built the test 
environment and we tested how the system works. 
The transfer was seamless and the soft ware was per-
fect for our needs. Engineers were given training in 
use of the new soft ware well before its implementa-
ti on. It took one weekend to make the batch transfer 
- in other words, we started the transfer as we were 
heading home on Friday and it was done by Monday 
morning. Right away on Monday morning, our engi-
neers could jump right in with the new soft ware.”
LKI Käldman’s staff  was provided with training for the 
new soft ware over a two-day period. The fi rst day 
of training was for the users and engineers and the 
second day was for system administrators. “Basically, 
one day of training was enough for us, because the 
soft ware is so user-friendly. We want to keep things 
simple - it makes the process easy and convenient. 
Everything goes so much more smoothly,” says 
Strömberg.
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Smooth implementati on 
with a new PDM system

The story behind LKI Käldman’s 
implementati on of SOLIDWORKS 
PDM Professional is actually 
quite common. The existi ng PDM 
soluti on was no longer meeti ng 
the company’s needs, and, aft er 
a thorough assessment, it was 
decided that a new soluti on would 
be sought. 

Results
LKI Käldman felt that SOLIDWORKS PDM Professional 
was a perfect fi t for the company and was exactly 
what they had in mind. The soft ware has, above all, 
accelerated the engineering work. Daniel Häggblom, 
an engineer with LKI Käldman, was involved with the 
SOLIDWORKS PDM Professional implementati on, 
in both specifying system functi onality and testi ng 
the system. “With our old PDM soft ware, fi les were 
allocated to disks and revisions were made manu-
ally. Now, a new fi le is always created for a revision, 
and someti me in the future a fi le and its data will 
be automati cally linked to the ERP system. And, it’s 
now possible for us to open old revisions easily, if 
we want to see what they used to look like. With the 
old soft ware, it was extremely diffi  cult to do this. All 
of the engineers here think that SOLIDWORKS PDM 
Professional is extremely fast compared to the old 
soft ware, and the search tool has been found to be 
very useful while working. Not only that, the drawing 
approval process is now easier, because the work 
cycle is built to support our operati ng methods.
And the new soft ware makes distance work pos-

sible,” adds Strömberg.

Co-operation with the 
PLM Group continues
Both LKI Käldman and the PLM Group 
are excited about the successful comple-
ti on of the PDM project. Next in line is 
the development of a link from the PDM 
soft ware to the ERP system, which will 

make it possible to transfer product struc-
tures from one system to another. The 

idea is to eliminate manual work between 
systems and minimise human error.

“The most important part of the project as a 
whole was that the migrati on from the old system 

went smoothly. This kind of thing is usually challeng-
ing, when replacing an old system with an enti rely 
new system. Another key aspect is that we were able 
to keep the project simple and short. In so many 
cases, these kinds of projects have a way of being 
complicated and user-unfriendly, whereas simple 
always stays functi onal,” says Kari Järviö.
“We are really sati sfi ed with how the PLM Group 
handled the whole project. Each and every area was 
handled fl awlessly, and we were able to start work-
ing in the new system surprisingly easily. This process 
was quite simply a success,” praise Strömberg.


